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Did you know that by simply filing your taxes you may be eligible to unlock thousands of dollars in state 
and federal tax credits? 

Tax credits can help reduce the amount of taxes you owe, and play an important role in putting money 
back in the pockets of hard-working California families.

Below are some of the credits Californians who earned a low to moderate income in 2021 may be 
eligible to receive. Whether you’re filing your taxes online, with virtual help, or with in-person help, you 
may be eligible to receive multiple credits — so make sure you file both your state and federal tax 
returns by the April 18, 2022 deadline to maximize your money back this year!

If filing your taxes with a paid preparer, be sure to download this PDF and ask about what credits you 
may be eligible to receive this tax season.

Curious what tax credits you might qualify for? 

Explore our handy tax calculator.

Earned Income Tax Credit
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a tax credit for people who have earned a low to moderate 
income. EITC is the #1 antipoverty program in the U.S. As of December 2020, approximately 25 million 
eligible workers and families nationwide received roughly $62 billion back from the EITC.

Eligible households can receive up to $6,728.

To qualify you must:

• File a federal income tax return
• Have income between $1 - $57,414
• File with a Social Security Number (SSN)
• Be a U.S. citizen or resident alien all year
• If you are single without any dependents, you must be at least 25 years old, but under 65
• You cannot be:

• Married and filing separately
• Be a dependent of another person

What else you should know:

• Claiming tax credits is not considered income and will not affect any of the other public benefits you 
might receive. Tax credits, like the CalEITC and EITC, are not considered public benefits under the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services public charge rule.

• The federal EITC is only available for those filing with a Social Security Number (SSN). Unfortunately, 
tax credits are not yet available at the federal level for Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) 
filers. Read on for other tax credits that are now eligible for ITIN filers.

http://www.myfreetaxes.org/file-on-my-own/
http://www.myfreetaxes.org/file-with-virtual-help/
http://www.myfreetaxes.org/file-with-in-person-help/
http://www.myfreetaxes.org/calculator/
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California Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC)
Like the federal Earned Income Tax Credit, the California Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC) is a tax 
credit, but available exclusively to California families — including Individual Tax Identification Number 
(ITIN) holders. An estimated 3 million California families and individuals qualified for the credit in 2021.

Eligible households can receive up to $3,027.

To qualify, you must:

• File a California state tax return
• Have taxable income between $1 - $30,000
• File with a Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) 
• Be at least 18 years old OR have a child 
• Have lived in CA at least half the previous calendar year 
• You cannot be:

• Married and Filing Separately
• Be a dependent of another person

What else you should know:

• You may go back up to four years to claim CalEITC by filing or amending a state income tax return.
• You do not have to have a child to qualify for CalEITC, unless you are under 18 years old.

Child Tax Credit (CTC)
The Child Tax Credit (CTC) is a tax benefit granted for parents of qualifying children. The federal 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 greatly expanded the CTC, allowing for qualifying families to receive 
monthly CTC checks from the IRS as of July 2021. An estimated 90% of households with children are 
expected to qualify for the Child Tax Credit.

Qualifying parents can expect a credit of $3000 for children under 18, and $3600 for children under 6; 
per eligible child. The exact amount a family receives is based on income and your children’s age — the 
average benefit qualifying families receive is $4,380.

To qualify you must:

• Have a child with a Social Security Number, and have lived with the tax filer claiming the credit for at 
least 6 months out of the year

• Have taxable income $75,000 a year or less for individual filers, OR
• Have taxable income $112,500 a year or less for head of household filers, OR
• Have taxable income $150,000 a year or less for married or joint filers
What else you should know:

• Only one person can claim a child. These claims are made on a first come first serve basis. We 
encourage people to have conversations with family members before it’s time to file.

• Even if you weren’t required to file taxes in 2020 or 2019, you can still receive your Child Tax Credit 
benefits. You can visit the IRS’s new Child Tax Credit Non-Filer Signup Tool to make sure you still 
receive these new tax benefits.

• Eligible families received half of the payments monthly (as of July 2021), then the other half only 
when they file their 2021 taxes. 

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/advance-child-tax-credit-payments-in-2021
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• In some instances, families may have to repay a portion of the CTC back to the IRS if they receive 
more money than they’re owed from their advanced payments. You might have to repay if you: 

• Had a higher income in 2021
• Split custody of dependents
• Have a child who turned 18 in 2021

Young Child Tax Credit (YCTC)
The Young Child Tax Credit is a benefit available exclusively to California families with young children 
who also qualify for the California Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC).

Eligible households can receive up to $1,000.

To qualify, you must:

• File a California state return and qualify for CalEITC
• Have taxable income between $1 - $30,000
• Have at least one child under the age of 6
What else you should know:

• Only one person can claim a child. These claims are made on a first come first serve basis. We 
encourage people to have conversations with family members before it’s time to file.

Other Credits
Depending upon your situation and filing status, you may be eligible to receive other credits by filing 
your taxes. See some commonly-received credits that could help your family below.

Nonrefundable Renter’s Credit
If you pay rent and have a personal income tax liability, you may be eligible for a Nonrefundable Renter’s 
Credit in California.

Families with children and/or their dependents
You could get thousands in tax credits and qualify for money to help cover the costs of childcare — 
which could mean money in your pocket — even if you don’t owe any taxes. Learn more about the Child 
and Dependent Care Credit.

Students
Take advantage of tax credits that could help you pay tuition bills and stay focused on what matters: 
your schoolwork. Find out if you’re eligible for college education tax deductions and credits, like a 
student loan interest deduction.

Individuals Saving for Retirement
Did you know that you could reduce the federal income tax you pay by proactively saving your money 
for retirement? Learn more about the Retirement Savings Contribution Credit.

https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/personal/credits/nonrefundable-renters-credit.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/personal/credits/nonrefundable-renters-credit.html
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p503
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p503
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Tax-Benefits-for-Education:-Information-Center
http://www.irs.gov/Retirement-Plans/Plan-Participant-Employee/Retirement-Savings-Contributions-Savers-Credit
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Teachers
Have you spent your own money on books or school supplies for your students? If so, you can deduct 
those expenses and save money. Find out more about Tax Deductions for Teachers.

Homeowners
If you are a homeowner or have recently made improvements to your property, you could save hundreds 
or even thousands of dollars when filing your taxes. Learn more about tax information for homeowners.

Business owners and the Self-Employed
Every penny counts when you’re running your own small business! Keep more of your hard-earned 
money and learn more about Tax Breaks for Business Owners and Self-Employed.

Victims of natural disasters
Have you been a victim of a hurricane, flood, fire or other natural disaster? Get answers to some 
common tax questions and learn about potential tax relief available to you. Find out about Tax 
Deductions for Victims of Disasters. 

Members of the Armed Forces
Did you know that you don’t have to include Veterans Administration disability benefits in your gross 
income when filing your taxes? Find answers to common questions about special tax benefits and rules 
for members of the military.

Looking for more information? Check out other guides for all things taxes in our Resource Hub.

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/deducting-teachers-educational-expenses
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-530
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc515
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc515
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Military
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Military
https://myfreetaxes.org/resource-hub/

